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The Record speaks for itself 


Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 1939 Bentley 41/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Benticy, Federal Rally 2000 } 1936 Bentley 41/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 
Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & 

Authenticity, N.S.W. Branch Concours, 2000 


The ultimate end of restoration 
project should be the Judges’ 
approval and the beginning of 

many years of reliable and 


enjoyable motoring. 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at 
The Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON’S 


Pintage HMotor ®arage Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 
BODY WORKS visit our website 


vintagemotorgarage.com 
Central Mangrove, N.S.W. 
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Protecting your Investment in Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 
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Customer Care Tectinical Expertise Showroom Jales 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au 
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Victoria Branch Western District Weekend 


Letters 
Market Place 


ARTICLES 


Testimonial delights 
Tom Clarke, in the Glimpses into the Past 
series, looks at two early testimonials from 
delighted Australian owners 


Polly Vacher’s Wings Around the World solo flight 
Polly Vacher, a particularly plucky lady 
closely associated with our Club, is flying 

solo around the world in support of a 

very worthy cause 


WHD5S2 and the unfortunate Sir Henry Gurney 
Roger Thiedeman, holidaying in Penang, 
found the Silver Wraith in which a British 
High Commissioner to Malaysia 

was assassinated 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 
Part 10 of Richard Mann's series, tracing his 
career with H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd 


Bentley T Series two-door saloon CBH1975 
Owner Tony Davidson provides the history of 
our front cover car 


Have you visited your 
CLUB INTERNET WEBSITE? 


http: //www.rroc.org.au 


Front Cover Photo: 


Only 98 Bentley T Series cars were coachbuilt as two-door saloons by H.J. Mulliner, Park 
Ward Ltd. Though none are believed to have been delivered new in Australia, a surprising 
number have turned up here later. This 1967 example is CBH1975, owned by Tony 
Davidson (S.A.). Its radiator shell has been painted in the body colour in the style that 
has become fashionable since 1982. The superb styling of these two-door cars was the 
work of John Blatchley and his Crewe styling team, notably the late Bill Allen who created 
the quarter-scale wax model! that finalised the design. From 1971 this design, which was 
also built in drophead coupé guise, became the Corniche. From 1984, by which time the 
two-door saloon version had been discontinued, the Bentley drophead coupé version 
belatedly received the evocative model name Continental. Photograph by the owner. 


Welcome to the 21st Century 


Welcome to the first issue of 
PRAECLARUM dated in the 21st Century 
and Third Millennium A.D. 


Bill King 

A significant death in 2000 that went 
unrecorded in these pages (because | didn't 
know until | was informed by Tom Clarke 
writing from the U.K.) was that of Bill King 
of Martin & King coachbuilding fame, who 
passed away on July 19th, two days after 
his 98th birthday. 

As most members would be well aware, 
Martin & King built many bodies on Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley chassis in the inter-war 
period. The Melbourne firm specialised in 
rebodying older chassis which remained in 
serviceable condition long after their coach- 
work had become outdated or unservice- 
able, though some new chassis also 
received Martin & King coachwork. 

After the war, Martin & King built railway 
rolling stock, being notably responsible for 
the smart royal blue electric trains that 
began to appear on Melbourne's suburban 
network in the late 1950s. 


Watching that space 


At the Inter-Clubs Meeting at the Hunt 
House in June last year, as reported in 
P.4-00, the Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
representatives assured the Meeting that 
Crewe will continue “to investin and nurture 
the Rolls-Royce marque until the last day”. 
We were advised to “watch this space”. For 
the company “the last day” means Dec- 
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Garth Inman (U.K.) sent this lovely shot of his 1934 20/25 saloon by 


(GLBS5). Garth would like to trace another 20/25 by Mulliners, GXB81, which came off test 
less than a month his GLBS5 and is listed in Tom Clarke’s The Rolls-Royce 20/25 h.p. as 
being in Australia, last known owner named Sundell. Can any member help? 


ember 31st, 2002. After that, the Rolls- 
Royce marque is to be taken away from 
Rolls-Royce at Crewe, which will then be- 
come Beniley Motor Cars Ltd, and handed 
over to BMW, thus severing it from its 
heritage. 

However, despite these “invest and 
nurture” assurances, anybody who has in 
fact been “watching this space”, by follow- 
ing the company’s website over the past six 
months or so, or by receiving its press 
releases, could be forgiven for believing 
that Crewe has already given up on the 
Rolls-Royce marque. Bentley is now very 
much to the fore, and the Rolls-Royce 


Mother and child? Ray & Ellen Roche’s mini Corniche with their 1981 Silver Spirit 


(ASB03248). 


marque is being treated very like Bentley 
was in the 1970s. The anticipated appear- 
ance of a Silver Seraph il, with Rolls-Royce 
engine, has also not occurred, despite the 
engineering work required for the change 
having been carried out. 


In the meantime ... 


BMW still appears to be hell-bent on 
proceeding with its own “Rolls-Royce” car, 
seeming oblivious to the complete absence 
of any design continuity or other connection 
between the genuine Rolls-Royce cars and 
the proposed BMW product. 

In the early 1920s, the Editor of a distin- 

guished technical journal wrote: 
“In spite of repeated attempts to knock the 
Rolls-Royce off its pedestal of fame, it stub- 
bornly refuses to oblige ... Still the word 
Rolls-Royce signifies everything that it did 
during the past eighteen years. Some 
people might argue that, if money were no 
object, a car would be built that could 
eclipse the Rolls-Royce. The argument, 
however, is false, because behind the 
manufacturers of the Rolls-Royce car there 
is a fund of experience which no money can 
buy or reproduce.” 

To my mind, the same holds true today. 
BMW does not own Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd, and no amount of money can buy 
or reproduce the fund of experience that 
produced past Rolls-Royce cars. BMW, in 
acquiring the Rolls-Royce marque only, is 
relying on its own expertise to design and 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


2001 Federal Rally 


Mount Gambier beckons with our South 
Australian friends preparing a Federal Rally 
which, in their inimitable style, promises 
hospitality and innovation at a unique 
venue. 

South Australia has featured in my pre- 
vious ramblings with references to the 
wonderful early Silver Ghosts that seem to 
abound there. | understand that many pre- 
war cars have been encouraged to attend 
the Mount Gambier Rally, which will be an 
added treat. The efforts of the owners of 
these cars is to be commended, as is the 
organisation of pre- and post-Rally tours 
which help the abilities of these wonderful 
cars to be demonstrated. 


2009 


Our trip from Melbourne to Adelaide and 
back in one day in our Bentley Turbo R 
resulted in the fulfilment of an ambition held 
since | was a lad. Following numerous leads 
over 35 years failed to locate a Veteran 
Silver Ghost restoration project, and with 
the years inexorably ticking by the mention 
of the availability of a 1912 car was too 
tempting to resist. Negotiations for the ac- 
quisition of chassis 2009 with Roi-des-Bel- 
ges tourer coachwork by Eric Rainsford 
were completed, and December saw the 
car transported east, arriving outside our 
home as shown in the accompanying 
photograph. 


build its “Rolls-Royce” car. It therefore fol- 
lows that such a car will be in every sense, 
with the exception of its name, a BMW car. 


Goodwood ... or Germany? 


The U.K. press reported recently that 
BMW's application for planning permission 
for its proposed “Rolls-Royce” car factory at 
Goodwood, Sussex, has run into trouble. 
The application is reportedly being opposed 
by local residents less than enchanted at 
the prospect of a factory being built in their 
Officially designated Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. BMW has warned it will 
move the whole operation to Germany if the 
local planning authority refuses the applic- 
ation. 

lt was already clear that in all their major 
essentials these cars were always going to 
be German in any case, with final assembly 
of the mostly German componenitry and 


Fiona’s 1921 Silver Ghost (@CE) was 
promptly sold to a N.S.W. Branch member 
and Corniche (DRH14553) was offered for 
sale in order to accommodate and fund 
2009. Corniche is included in the Grand Prix 
Auction held at the Melbourne Motor Show 
on March 12th, conducted by Shannons. 
We have devoted a great effort to bring both 
Cars to their very best for their new owners, 
and Corniche was completed in time for the 
recent Victoria Branch Concours where she 
was successful in winning the Silver 
Shadow and derivative Class. Sixteen 
years of ownership of DRH14553 provided 
us with enormous pleasure and enjoyment 
and we will be more than a litile sad to see 
her pass to a new custodian. 


interior trimming the only major operations 
intended to be carried out at Goodwood. 
The small number of employees envisaged 
meant that it was never going to be other- 
wise. ; 

On reflection, perhaps moving the 
operation to Germany would be a good 
thing. Atleast it would remove the ambiguity 
of an essentially German car being 
assembled in Britain. The cars will be un- 
ambiguously German. 


Mini restoration 


On a happier note, Ray & Ellen Roche 
(N.S.W.) sent the photograph (opposite) of 
their recently acquired child's version of the 
Rolls-Royce Corniche. 

This was purchased after Ray & Ellen 
saw a private for sale advertisement in their 
local newspaper. It was badly in need of 
repainting and rewiring, both of which have 


Seed on 


The last two years 

My two years as Federal President saw 
a great deal of activity, not just in our motor 
car stable but around the country in the 
various Branches of the Club. As this will be 
my final report for this wonderful magazine 
| would like to record my sincere thanks to 
the Federal Executive, your Editor and the 
Club's Branches for their assistance in my 
rdle, as well as the hospitality and friendship 
of members around Australia who made our 
visits to their states so pleasurable. 

My very best wishes to the new Federal 
Executive which shall take over in Mount 
Gambier. 

Happy Motoring, 
George Forbes 


now been carried out. The car was made by 
Sharna (England) in 1984 and was original- 
ly painted red, but has been resprayed 
Silver Sand to match the Roches’ 1981 
Silver Spirit (ASB03248, also in the photo). 
It (the Corniche, not the Silver Spirit!) is 
powered by a pair of 12 volt batteries driving 
the rear axle through an electric motor. The 
front and rear lights work, and there is even 
a “sound system” (a wind-up music box in 
the fascia!). The radiator has an authentic- 
looking R-R badge and a good interpreta- 
tion of the Spirit of Ecstasy, while the boot 
carries a ‘Corniche’ badge, all of which 
suggests co-operation by the Company at 
the time as these are, of course, all reg- 
istered trademarks. 

Ray & Ellen hope that members may be 
able to shed some light on the origins of this 
little child’s car. 

Martin Bennett 
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AROUND the BRANCHES 


% -* ae =~ : 2 
The 1931 Phantom I! Hooper sedanca de ville (19JS) of Ken & Margaret King. This car appeared on the front cover of our last issue and 
featured in Ken's excellent article A Tale of Two Phantoms. 


Western District Weekend 
October 13th-15th, 2000 


By Jack & Lexie Green (Vic.) 


and conversation. Although it was a prof-\ 
essional arrangement, the proprietors act- 
ed as if we were invited guests. 

At precisely 8.30 a.m. the following 
morning we departed from Sovereign Hill 
Lodge, led in convoy by Ken King in his 
Phantom II sedanca de ville (19JS) through 
Ballarat and into the Western District. Our 


This was a driving weekend. Drivers, 
passengers and cars covered 940 kilo- 
metres in 12 hours on the road. Like the 
successful Alpine Rally to the 1999 Federal 
Rally in Canberra, it was supported by a 
detailed folder of maps and notes prepared 
by Eric Henderson. The Western District 
Weekend was again a lesson in organisa- 
tional skill and, more importantly, it was a 
highly educational and very friendly week- 
end of fellowship. 

Assembly on the Friday was at the 
Sovereign Hill lodge, an interesting accom- 
modation facility in the grounds of the 
Sovereign Hill museum complex which is 
run by Peter Hiscock whose Silver Dawn 
(SDB84) had been readied to join us for the 
weekend. A cluster of old style weather- 
board buildings surrounding an oval has 
been developed as comfortable motel style 


units. Around 7.30 p.m. we departed for 
dinner at a private residence where we 
enjoyed outstanding hospitality, food, wine 


morning tea stop was at ‘Narrapumelap’ 
homestead, just out of Wickliffe. This single 
storey homestead with three storey tower is 


The best way to observe Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars ... on the open road, from 
another Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor car. 19JS leading Russell & Heather Rolls's 1962 


Silver Cloud I! (SAE479). 
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constructed of bluestone and set in mag- 
nificent gardens which are home to a pair 
of cast iron lions. Following the death of the 
second owner in 1938 the property was 
virtually abandoned and allowed to fall into 
disrepair. It lay unattended for over 50 years 
and was partly vandalised before the 
present owner Kevin Mcintyre decided it 
was imperative, in an historical sense, that 
the building be revived and occupied. Since 
1992 he has not only revived the gardens 
but also a good part of the house, almost 
single-handedly. What has been done thus 
far is a classic illustration of what can be 
achieved by dedication, hard work and in- 
novatory skills of the highest order. We all 
wished Kevin well in his endeavours to 
revive and preserve this icon of ‘the com- 
plete country house’. 

Like the Christian Soldiers, onward we 
drove through driving rain to ‘Bunnugal’, the 
sheep station property of Vanne & Judy 
Trompf, who had prominently positioned 
their silver 1952 Bentley Continental 
(BC10A) to guide our parking. Vanne, who 
is also an architect, has built a passive solar 
homestead oriented so that it not only en- 
joys a fantastic outlook to the Grampians 
but is constructed so as to retain solar 
energy and use it to cool the house in 
summer and heat it in winter. If you want the 
technical details please ask Vanne and not 
the writers! Judy and Vanne joined us fora 
very tasty lunch at the Royal Mail Hotel in 
Dunkeld, which is run by the family of Allan 
Myers, who was unable to join us but had 
arranged for his green 1971 Phantom VI 
(PRH4616) to be displayed at the door. 

From Dunkeld we drove through Caster- 
ton to ‘Warrock’ station, another historic 
property with an interesting, eclectic group 
of old wooden buildings including the 
homestead, a church (where we had after- 
noon tea) and many other outbuildings all 
built by a Scottish carpenter in the 1840s 
and 1850s so that the station was self- 
sufficient. From ‘Warrock’ we drove to our 
second overnight stop at Port Fairy. This 
was a distance of 170 km. by the recom- 
mended route but some participants, per- 
haps searching for an even more scenic 
route, or just slightly lost, went their own 
way and added a few kilometres to the 
journey. 

Our accommodation at Port Fairy, The 
Douglass House and Gobles Mill house are 
interesting and innovative conversions of 
two historic buildings into high standard, 
very comfortable units. As readers of the 
Victoria Branch Newsletter know, the 
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Western District Weekend participants and cars 


Bill & Jean ALLSEP 1976 Silver Shadow SRH22945 
Tony & Francis COSTA 1975 Corniche Convertible DRH21007 
Dennis DEASY and Rob STANLEY 1980 Silver Shadow II SRH38669 
Jack & Lexie GREEN 1970 Silver Shadow SRH9416 
Eric & Amanda HENDERSON with 1976 Silver Shadow lwb LRH24643 
Alexander and Zara 

Peter HISCOCK and Sue BUXTON 1951 Silver Dawn SDB84 
Greg JOHNSTON 1950 Bentley Mk VI B365GT 
Ken & Margaret KING with 1931 Phantom Il 19JUS 
Alice, Jamie and Edward 

Alan & Beverley LARWILL 1951 Bentley Mk VI B216MD 
Theo & Edith NELSON 1987 Silver Spur ANH21705 
Ralph & Libby PEARSON 1978 Silver Shadow II SRH33684 
John & Zena PEART 1977 Silver Shadow SRH26321 
Tom & Josie ROBERTS Brand X 

Russell & Heather ROLLS with 1962 Silver Cloud II SAE479 
Russel J.S. 

Stan & Marlow SPACKMAN 1963 Silver Cloud Ii SDW491 
David TURNER and Judy-Ann JONES 1956 Silver Cloud SXA217 
John & Marjorie WILSON 1984 Camargue AJE08943 


Above: Getting off the beaten track. John & Marjorie Willson’s 1984 Camargue (AJE08943) 
leading SXA217 (David Turner & Judy-Ann Jones), SRH26321 (John & Zena Peart) and 
SDW491 (Stan & Marlow Spackman). Below: Western District Weekenders at the morning 
tea stop at ‘Narrapumelap’ homestead, as seen from the bluestone tower. 
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Stan & Marlow Spackman’s 1963 Silver Cloud III 
into ‘Narrapumelap' homestead. 


At ‘Bunnugal’, the sheep station property of Vanne & Judy Trompf, with their 1952 Bentley 
Continental (BC 10A) to the left with Eric & Amanda Henderson's 1976 Silver Shadow lwb 
saloon (LRH24643) and Russell & Heather Rolls's 1962 Silver Cloud !1 (SAE479). Mount 
Abrupt, the southern tip of the Grampians, looms behind. 
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Douglass House has a long association 
with the family of member Fred Engish. Our 
dinner that evening was in the newly con- 
structed restaurant attached to the Victoria 
Hotel (also run by the Myers family) and 
was a superb gastronomical event. The 
wine list was the most comprehensive you 
could ever see. Also, as might be expected, 
some of the wine prices were at the top end 
of the scale. The wine cellar, which could 
be inspected, would make some of our city 
vignerons squirm with envy. 

Leaving Port Fairy at 8.30 a.m. on Sun- 
day, day three, we were joined by Greg 
Johnston in the first Club outing of his ‘barn 
find’ Bentley Mk Vi (B365GT). We drove 
through Warrnambool and on to the Great 
Ocean Road. Our first stop was at London 
Arch (formerly Bridge) where the sun broke 
through and the wind abated. We then 
drove on to Port Campbell where we 
stopped for — you guessed it — morning 
tea. From then we stopped frequently to 
admire the sights such as Loch Ard Gorge, 
the Twelve Apostles and sundry other 
visual delights along this magnificent scenic 
coastline. The frequent stops allowed some 
participants to swap between cars on the 
way to Skenes Creek where we lunched at 
Chris's Beacon Point restaurant, which is 
internationally recognised as a provider of 
outstanding food. Our lunch there proved 
the point. 

You might think that was the end. No 
way — no Henderson-organised event can 
finish without afternoon tea. Scones (large 
ones) with jam and cream were served at 
Erskine House, another historic accom- 
modation venue along the coast in Lorne. 
After goodbyes we proceeded albeit smil- 
ing, full and tired, to our respective homes. 
The drivers, the passengers and the cars all 
responded admirably to the opportunities 
created by participating in this driving week- 
end. The route and venues are recom- 
mended to other members. Well done Eric, 
Amanda, Alexander and Zara. The Hender- 
sons have done it again. y 


Photographs by Amanda Henderson 


Left: On the homeward run along Victoria’s 
famous Great Ocean Road, the group 
braves the cold sea air to view the rock 
formation that was, until the late 1980s, 
known as London Bridge, before the 
largestof the arches collapsed into the sea, 
leaving the gap seen here. 
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By Royal Warrant of 
A bpointment to HM. The King 
| 


WR iiaisicicseeisie <>. - 
HOOPER & Co (coacnsuitvers ) Lp 


AGENTS FOR ALL LEADING MOTOR CARS 


Motor-Body-Builders and Coachbuilders to 
oe, By Royal ILK Af THE #RINCESS MARY, Viscountess Lascelles 
ee i RI ia } W. aa HARA. THE PRINCESS ROYAL 
ae iat, HOR. THE PRINCESS VICTORES 
ef appowit- 


. eee VALES } t HR. THE DURE OF CONNAUGHT 
HR THE PRINCE OF W nent. IRIL PRINCE ARTHER OF CONNAUGHT 


54 ST. JAMES’S STREET, PICCADILLY, LONDON, S.W.1 


HER MAJRSTY THE QUEEN 


XXNNU 


This advertisement appeared in The Early History of Motoring by Claude Johnson, published by Ed. J. Burrow & Co. Ltd of London and 
Cheltenham. Johnson was the first Secretary of the Royal Automobile Club and Managing Director of Rolls-Royce Ltd in its formative years. 
Published soon after his death in 1926, the book has a Foreword by Lord Montagu and includes advertising, much of it Rolls-Royce related. 
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GLIMPSES into the PAST — 12 


Testimonial delights 


By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


The one form of advertising and 
promotion that has survived for centuries 
is the testimonial. In Victorian times 
newspapers and magazines were full of 
spurious quacks endorsing tablets and 
embrocations of doubtful value. Today 
sport and entertainment stars endorse 
products they say they use but which you 
feel they wouldn’t be seen dead with in 
public. The history of motoring is a rich 
field in this respect — doctors extolled this 
or that car for its quietness, and other oc- 
cupations found like-minded users who 
would testify to the special qualities of one 
car over another. In Australia the appeal to 
pastoralists, or to those using their cars in 
rough terrain, was relevant and thus Rolls- 
Royce were able to use several tes- 
timonials from the antipodes. A feature of 
these statements was the practice of not 

revealing a car’s number and also, usually, 
the writer’s name (although the higher 
reaches of the aristocracy did not seem to 
mind having their names quoted). Instead 
a reference number might be given for a 
letter which could be inspected “at our 
showrooms”. It was all terribly civilised 
and today the claims have immense charm. 
Two Australian testimonials have been 
found which were too late for inclusion in 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt 
Country. In the R.A.C. Journal for Ist 
December 1911 page 439 one of a year’s 
worth of weekly Rolls-Royce inserts came 
from an Australian owner (ref.101) whom 
we can identify reasonably well. This is 
because his journey sounds like that by 
Capt. Philip Charley in 1909 Silver Ghost 
60799 — take a look at page 18 of Sun- 
burnt Country. In Rolls-Royce Bulletin 
No.8 August 1912 the Sydney owner 
(ref.136) is someone whose car has been 
on the road since about May 1911. This has 
to be Richard Meares with 1911 Silver 
Ghost 1334. a 
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THE LATEST NEWS CONCERNING ~ 
THE BEST CAR IN THE WORLD. 


THE ROLLS-ROYCE IN AUSTRALIA. 


The i 
following is extracted from a letter just received concerning a 


-Royce in Australia :— 


ROLLS-ROYCE, Limited, 
14 and 15, CONDUIT STREET, 
LONDON, W. 


Telegrams: “ Rolhead,” London. 
Telephones : Gerrard 1645, 1655, 1656 
Works and Head Offices: DERBY. 


August, 1912 


THE ROLLS-ROYCE BULLETIN. 


ULLETIN. 
NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA. 


Sydney, 
MOST 12.5.12 
SATISFACTORY 


IN EVERY WAY. 


“My Rolls-Royce car has now been on the road 


for twelve months, and has been most satisfac- 
tory in every way. It has more than come up to 
and IJ can assure you I 


MORE THAN my expectations, 

ected a good deal. 
ee ints is the sixth car I have owned, but I have 
EXPECTATIONS. one cannot realise 


t 
come to the conclusion tha 
what pleasure can be derived from driving a car 


until one handles a Rolls-Royce. 
“I go over all sorts and conditions of roads 


without any fear of not reaching my destin- 


ation.” 


THE MOST 
DELIGHTFUL 
CAR TO DRIVE. 


interested. Ref. No. 136. 
t our Showrooms by anyone 
The original of the above letter may be seen a! 
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A Rolls-Royce ‘Pegasus’-powered Royal Air Force Harrier of 4 Squadron, RAF Cottesmore piloted by Sqn Lar Al Pinner shadowing Polly 
Vacher's Piper Dakota after departure from Birmingham International Airport on January 12th. Polly is flying solo around the world to raise 
money for Flying Scholarships for the Disabled (Patron: Her Majesty Queen Noor of Jordan). 


Polly Vacher’s Wings 
oe the World solo flight 


ov ‘Tpirmingham: 
4 Start and finish 


= 


As I write, Per ¥ Vacher, a particularly re lady, is flying 
solo around the world in support of a very worthy cause. 

Polly’s husband Peter is a Rolls-Royce & Bentley collector and 
restorer, and member of the R.R.O.C. of Australia (A.C.T. Branch). 
The Vachers live in rural Oxfordshire and have many friends in 
the Club in Australia, having lived for a year in Canberra in 1994. 
In fact, it was in Canberra that Polly learned to fly. Since then, 
she has flown solo between the U.K. and both Canada and the 
United States, Peter at one stage being able to converse with her 
from the cockpit of a Boeing 747 high above the Atlantic. 

The A.C.T. Branch is one of the many sponsors of Polly’s 
astonishing exploit, all with their names on the aircraft's wings. 


Polly Vacher preparing to take off on the first leg of her around- 
the-world solo flight. Photographs courtesy of Susie Dunbar, 
Martin Bennett —imagecare, U.K. 
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WHD52 and the unfortunate 
Sir Henry Gurney 


By Roger Thiedeman (Vic.) 


In October last, my wife Ingrid and 
I spent four enjoyable and restful days 
in Penang at the tail end of a three- 
week overseas holiday. Among the 
many delights Penang has to offer the 
visitor, we were pleasantly surprised to 
discover an Australian connection with 
this Malaysian island. Penang was 
colonised in 1786 by Captain Francis 
Light, the father of Capt. William Light 
who later founded the city of Adelaide, 
South Australia. 

In recognition, Adelaide and George- 
town (Penang’s major city) were official- 
ly ‘twinned’, or given sister-city status, 
on December 8th, 1973 — another item 
of significance, that being the day 
Ingrid and I were married. But, for me 
at least, Penang had yet another 
surprise in store. It was revealed during 
our leisurely guided tour of the city 
aboard one of a pair of cycle trishaws 
(the only way to see Georgetown!). We 
were pedalled up to the Penang 
museum, expecting to imbibe some- 
thing of the island's rich history and 
culture. But history and culture took a 
back seat the minute I alighted from 
the front seat of our trishaw. My atten- 
tion was drawn inexorably to an open- 
sided shed, within the museum 


compound, just to the left of the main 
building. Displayed therein were three 
motor vehicles, from right to left: a 
black, early-1970s Cadillac limousine 
(boring!); a yellow Scammell Scarab 
‘mechanical horse’ three-wheeled 
prime mover lorry from the 1940s or 
1950s (mildly interesting, reviving 
memories of similar vehicles I saw as a 
young boy in Colombo, Ceylon); and a 
Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith limousine. 

No prizes for guessing which of the 
trio attracted me like a bee to nectar. 
An initial appraisal showed that the 
Silver Wraith, mounted on jacks, was 
in a poor state of preservation. Its 
paintwork was a dull grey, with patches 
of red primer showing through. The 
Spirit of Ecstasy had been replaced by 
a crude angle bracket supporting a 
Penang state pennant. Front and back 
seats were present, but much of the 
interior trim was either missing or in 
shabby condition too. A placard, with 
inscriptions in Malay and English, was 
suspended above the car. AsI read the 
text, my heart began racing with excite- 
ment. Because it soon became appar- 
ent that here was no ordinary Silver 
Wraith. This was a Rolls-Royce that 
had played a significant but sad réle in 
the history of British-Malayan rela- 
tions. The plaque said: 

“On 5th October 1951, former British 


WHD52 as it appeared in the late Andrew Pastouna’s book Rolls-Royce State Motor Cars, 
also showing Sir mieliiye Gurney and his murderer. 
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Front-on n view of WHD52 as sisal yedir in the 
Penang museum, clearly showing the very 
badly deteriorated condition. 


High Commissioner, Sir Henry Gurney, 
his wife and his Secretary, Mr. D. J. 
Staples, were on their way to Fraser’s 
Hill for the weekend when this silver 
(sic) Rolls-Royce was ambushed by ter- 
rorists. Sir Henry Gumey was killed as 
he was stepping out of the car, straight 
into the line of fire. Although his wife 
and Secretary escaped unhurt, al- 
together thirty-five bullet holes were 
counted on the Rolls-Royce. 

“Originally black in colour, it was 
later used as a State car by the late Y. 
M. Tun Raja Uda, first Governor of 
Penang, from 1st September, 1957. In 
1967, the State Government decided to 
‘retire’ the old Rolls to the Museum 
when a new ‘Cadillac’ was purchased 
as its replacement. 

‘The car, a 1951 (sic) model, was 
supposed to bear Registration No. P 1.” 

My mind immediately went back to 
brief descriptions I had heard and read 
of the tragic ambush by Malayan 
Chinese Communist guerrillas. I re- 
called that a photo of the bullet-riddled 
Silver Wraith, taken shortly after the 
assassination, appeared in the late 
Andrew Pastouna’s book Rolls-Royce 
State Motor Cars (see review P.6-95, 
page 2670). But I could not remember 
the chassis number. 

The next day, I purchased a copy of 
Out in the Midday Sun — The British in 
Malaya 1880-1960 by Margaret Shen- 
nan (John Murray, London, 2000). The 
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book includes an eyewitness account of 
the tragedy from Jim Winchester, a 
British rubber-planter living in Malaya 
at the time: 

“We often went to Fraser’s Hill, 
where our Company had a holiday bun- 
galow, on local leave. [But] I was driving 
from a posting on a rubber estate in 
Selangor [Batang Berjuntai] to another 
in Pahang [Kuala Lipis]. It was, there- 
fore, just a coincidence that I caught up 
with the tail end of the convoy as it was 
attacked. I didn’t know Sir Henry was 
in the convoy (or indeed that there was 
any sort of military movement) but 
opinion seemed fairly certain that the 
CTs [Communist Terrorists] did. The 
ambush occurred somewhere between 
Kuala Kubu and the Gap.” 

The author, Ms. Shennan, adds: 
“the thirty-eight-man unit of the the 11th 
Regiment of the MRLA (Malayan Races 
Liberation Army) was expecting to seize 
aconvoy of military arms. Instead, they 
saw a Rolls-Royce with escorting 
vehicles, and when they started shoot- 
ing Sir Henry stepped from the car into 
the line of fire to save Lady Gurney. He 
was killed instantly.” 

Back at the Penang museum, I stood 
in awe of the Silver Wraith. My mind 
conjured up images of the hapless Sir 
Henry falling in a hail of bullets beside 
his Rolls-Royce — the selfsame motor 
car now before me — as it too was 
peppered by gunfire. Shaking off my 
reverie, I knew there was something I 
now had to do. I must ascertain the 
chassis number of this Silver Wraith. 
Then, back home, I could verify that 
this was indeed the car involved in that 
infamous ambush, and discover more 
of its history. 

It was plain to see that the four 
doors, and their handles, of the Rolls- 
Royce were tied together with binding 
wire, to prevent them from being 
opened. But not, I was pleased to note, 
the bonnet. And the plastic chain 
across the front of the shed wasn't 
deterring other museum visitors, esp- 
ecially children, from literally crawling 
all over the car. Thus encouraged, I too 
stepped over the chain, after checking 
to see that no security guards were 
watching. A shiver ran down my spine 
at what I saw next. On the left rear door 
and wing, the deteriorating paintwork 
showed up two patches where bullet 
holes haa been filled in. Moving to the 
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front of the car, I then proceeded to 
gingerly lift the nearside bonnet open. 

This was easier said than done. Stiff 
with age and lack of lubrication, the 
bonnet had to be carefully manoeuvred 
past the nearside headlamp which, 
through the carelessness of decades, 
had had several dents inflicted on it by 
the sharply pointed forward edge of the 
bonnet. After loud, rusty groaning from 
the hinges — prompting me to surrep- 
titiously look over my shoulder for any 
signs of officialdom (there were none, 
thank God!) — I finally managed to 
raise the two bonnet panels to only an 
approximation of their usual folded- 
back position. They simply refused to 
lie flat. 

By now, a Malay woman and her 
brood of children had gathered round 
to witness my impromptu demonstra- 
tion. They probably thought it was a 
revelation of the Holy Grail, or some 
similar sacred relic. Watching in awe as 
the grimy, cobweb-festooned engine 
came into view, they seemed par- 
ticularly enthralled when I pointed out 
the name ‘Rolls-Royce’ on the rocker 
cover. 

So impressed was the Malay mum, 
she happily complied with my request 
to hold open the bonnet while I wiped 
layers of dirt off the chassis plate. 
Presently, the chassis number WHD52 
was revealed. This later checked out, 
confirming the identity of the Silver 
Wraith (a 1950 chassis with Park Ward 
limousine coachwork to design number 
146) attacked on that fateful day in 


October 1951. Finally, I lowered the 
bonnet back into place, making sure to 
fasten both catches properly, which 
surprisingly ‘caught’. So, when one of 
those meddlesome children tried to 
emulate my bonnet-opening feat, he 
failed dismally and gave up the uneven 
struggle. 

There was a postscript to this seren- 
dipitous ‘discovery’ of a Silver Wraith. 
Noting my interest in the car, our tour 
guide beckoned over the occupants of 
the other cycle trishaw, two young 
women from Adelaide (another coin- 
cidence!). He began describing the ab- 
sent radiator mascot, telling us it was 
modelled after “Sir Rolls’s girlfriend”. 
Next, he trotted out the old chestnut of 
the radiator monogram colour chang- 
ing from red to black as a mark of 
respect following the death of “Sir 
Royce”. 

At first I listened to this nonsense in 
polite silence. I confined my reaction to 
biting my tongue and rolling my eyes 
continuously in Ingrid’s direction. But 
when my tongue began turning to pulp, 
I decided enough was enough. With all 
the self-effacing modesty I could 
muster (not easy for me to do}), I inter- 
rupted the guide in mid-spiel to apprise 
him and the South Australian lasses of 
the real facts behind those two Rolls- 
Royce features. 

I discovered and learnt a lot about 
Penang and Malaysian history that 
day. But, as the tour guide later told 
me, he learnt a lot about Rolls-Royce 
motor cars too. ya 


WHD852 as displayed in Penang alongside its contemporary, a Scammell Scarab ‘mechani- 
cal horse’ three-wheeled prime mover. The Silver Wraith’s coachwork is a Park Ward 
limousine, design number 146. 
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Corniche underframes in their ‘'Modalene’ protective oiled coating, as delivered to Mulliner Park Ward from Pressed 


Steel Fisher by R-R’s own transport, stored in the yard at Hythe Road. Photograph by the Editor. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


— Part 10, showing guests around Mulliner Park Ward 


After John Castell-Evans (JCE) left 
Metrology — still wringing his hands — 
we had a brief discussion, it was nearly 
time for the morning tea-break. I would 
return the Corniche to Jeff Nixon (JN) 
in the Car Finishing Centre (CFC) and, 
on the way back, buy the ham rolls for 
John Condon (JC), Derek Kirk (DJK), 
Terry Smith (TSS) and myself. JC 
declared he would put the kettle on and 
make a ‘brew’ for us and we would 
make a plan of action. This was so 
typical of JC — always in control. While 
he might tell someone to ‘go away’, I 
never knew him loose his temper. Our 
other colleague Eric Cullen(EC) always 
brought sandwiches and his own tea- 
bags from home. 

During the break we discussed what 
might have gone wrong with the order 
for the Stiefelmeyer machine — it was 
imperative that we had the facility to 
measure the position of the windscreen 
header rail and upper ‘A’ Posts as, 
together, they controlled the position of 
the hood, door and rear quarter glaz- 


By Richard Gordon Mann (U.K.) 


ing. Neither myself nor my team had 
been involved in the ordering of the 
machine and we believed that JCE had 
overlooked the size of the ‘cube-head’ 
and probe which totalled about 25 cm. 
We decided to use the machine for 
measuring various items on the sur- 
face table in order to gain experience 
and utilise the education given by 
Hahn & Kolb of Rugby, the suppliers of 
the machine. 

Within a couple of weeks Hahn & 
Kolb notified us that a machine with 
the necessary column height would be 
installed the next week. Whilst in the 
previous weeks we had received few 
visitors, after the ‘new’ machine was 
installed, we seemed to receive no end 
of people ail curious to see our ‘marvel- 
lous machine’. We were asked by many 
of the managers for a demonstration 
and, without exception, they were im- 
pressed. 

One of our most important and help- 
ful visits was that of Chris Fleet (CJF) 
who was Crewe’s liaison engineer be- 


tween Rolls-Royce and Pressed Steel 
Fisher (PSF) of Cowley, near Oxford, 
who supplied the complete four-door 
bodies as well as the underframes for 
the coachbuilt two-door models. CJF 
immediately realised the potential ef- 
fect that our machine could have on 
increasing the accuracy of the under- 
frames and, therefore, also the four- 
door bodies. 

Unlike many people at Crewe, CJUF 
had a thorough understanding of how 
the Bodies In White (BIWs) were 
produced by PSF and also how they 
were modified and adapted to produce 
the two-door models. At PSF both the 
two- and four-door underframes were 
produced on the same build line up to 
a certain stage when the coachbuilt 
underframes were removed from the 
line for various modifications before 
shipment to Mulliner Park Ward. The 
underframes’ accuracy was, of course, 
paramount for the production of the 
Corniche/Continental bodies at MPW. 

In the mid to late eighties Rolls- 
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Royce was going through a time of 
change — management had finally 
realised that, whilst reputation was 
vitally important, the computer age 
had arrived and R-R needed to fall in 
line. The first stage was for R-R to adopt 
an American production system called 
Manufacturing Resource Planning 
(MRP). The MRP system was, essential- 
ly, a computerised way of planning and 
tracking parts through the manufac- 
turing processes. The course on MRP 
was given to MPW managers, including 
myself, over 48 two-hour sessions, 
after work twice a week. 

The second stage was to attain ap- 
proval of the systems the Company had 
in place to run the business in an 
orderly and accountable manner. The 
goal was to achieve accreditation to 
BS.5750 or its ISO 9000 equivalent, 
and MPW was examined by one of the 
leading institutions in this field. The 
Crewe and MPW sites had to apply 
separately for this accreditation and 
MPW received this award before Crewe 
did — much to the chagrin of Crewe’s 
Management. This accreditation 
meant that MPW could now request 
suppliers to also comply with BS.5750 
and this would be the responsibility of 
TSS our supplier quality engineer and 
myself, and we would be attending a 
five-day course at a college in Surrey. 

At MPW we received guests from all 
over the world and, if our special 
projects manager Peter Hand (PEH) 
was not available, it fell to Engineering 
or Quality to provide a guide. Most of 
us were well qualified for this task 
having either designed, drawn or 
planned the production of the cars’ 
various components and liaised with 
our craftsmen colleagues. 

Without exception every guest I 
guided round MPW was most im- 
pressed at our workmanship. Before 
undertaking any tour it was wise to 
ascertain from the guest what their 
requirements were. Many people from 
abroad visited the Company 
showrooms in Conduit Street and were 
informed how to arrange visits to both 
the MPW and Crewe sites. Two 
American gentlemen, both owners of 
Silver Shadow ‘sedans’, really wanted 
to visit MPW just so that they could say 
they had been to the Rolls-Royce 
coachbuilding site. I greeted these two 
Americans the day after their visit to 
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Your Editor (left) and the Author at Mulliner Park Ward in October 1990. Behind is Phantom 


VI Trials car PGH116 and in the foreground a Silver Spur II, newly arrived from Crewe for 
finishing as a Mulliner Park Ward special edition car. The red brick building in the 
background is the Metrology Centre, of which the author was in charge. 


Conduit Street and one of them said: 
“We did Conduit Steet yesterday, how 
wonderful, floor-to-ceiling oak panel- 
ling and a marble floor, we even 
managed a visit to the cellar — that has 
got to be Mecca for Rolls-Royce 
afficionados”. On another occasion an 
American couple arrived at MPW and 
were taken by PEH to see how their 
Corniche was progressing. The car was 


finished in a colour chosen by the lady 
of the house but the master was less 
than pleased. “I am not driving that”, 
he protested. But she insisted: “I love 
it!” said she, to which the gentleman 
said: “very well, but I shall order 
another car in the colour I like”. And he 
did just that! 

One morning in October 1990 I was 
requested to attend reception as there 


Mulliner Park Ward was famously responsible for nearly all of the coachwork on the Phantom 
Vi chassis and, from August 1973, for assembly of the chassis as well. This early example 
(note rear-hung doors to the rear compartment) is seen outside the famous entrance portico 


of the Crewe factory. Photograph courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 


was a visitor asking to see me. What 
with MRP and BS.5750 I was rather 
busy that day and asked the gentleman 
if he could call another time, perhaps 
tomorrow. That would be fine said he, 
seeming not in the least put out that he 
had travelled up from Bristol for the 
day. I could not make out where he 
came from — his accent seemed 
strange for someone from Bristol. 

At the appointed hour the following 
day, this gentlman arrived and an- 
nounced himself as Martin Bennett. It 
transpired that Tom Clarke (perhaps 
the foremost researcher and most ac- 
complished writer on early Rolls-Royce 
history) had recommended me as a 
guide who would be willing to show 
Martin the activities at MPW. I had 
known Tom since 1985 when he was 
undertaking research for his excellent 
and definitive book The Rolls-Royce 
‘Wraith’. As usual I asked Mr Bennett 
what if any area or activity he was most 
interested in. His reply was “show me 
everthing, I want to see it all, please call 
me Martin and may I take some 
photos?”. This was fine by me as it 
meant we could tour MPW just as we 
pleased and could visit the BIW line 
during tea or lunch break. R-R’s health 
and safety rules sensibly required that 
all visitors to the BIW line wore protec- 
tive glasses and ear defenders and, un- 
less the visitor insisted upon seeing the 
line when it was working, it was better 
to visit it during down time. 

Our tour started in the yard where 
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Bird's-eye view of the tail end a late Phantom VI chassis at Mulliner Park Ward's Hythe Road 
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works. The Silver Cloud-era origin of this model is very obvious. Note the massive tubular 
member and additional cross-member not present on the Silver Cloud/S Series models. 


the underframes in their ‘Modalene’ 
protective oiled coating, as delivered 
from PSF by R-R’s own transport, were 
stored. It was quite evident by the in- 
formed questions he was asking that 
Martin knew a lot more than the usual 
visitor. We next visited the detail shop 
and press shop on the ground floor 


The chassis of the final Phantom VI nearing completion at Hythe Road in October 1990. By 
this time the PVI had been included in the 17-digit Vehicle Identification Number system, 


this car being SCAPM01A2LWH10426. Photograph by the Editor. 
EE 


where many detail parts were produced 
for, as an example, the doors. Although 
the door inner panels were bought out, 
the folding and welding were carried 
out in-house and all parts assembled 
until we had a door in white less skin 
which was assembled in a ‘clinching 
fixture’ on which the door's outer skin 
— also bought out — was clinched onto 
the door frame. 

On the same floor was the woodmill 
where almost all of the timber used on 
the cars was cut and machined (the 
exception being the instrument or 
fascia board (never, ever referred to as 
a dashboard, which it is not!) as, being 
the same size and shape as on the 
four-door cars, was sourced from 
Crewe. In the next shop the veneers 
were selected into car sets starting with 
the fascia board centre and going left 
and right so that each veneer mirrored 
its counterpart. While the matching 
veneers were adhered to the fascia’s 
front, a nondescript ‘balancing’ veneer 
was adhered to the rear in order to 
prevent the panel from warping. The 
largest piece of timber on the Corniche 
(which had only been built in convert- 
ible form since 1980) was the hood’s 


1-01 


ae. 


The business end of the same Phantom VI ch 
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assis. From August 1973 PVI chassis build 


had been transferred from Crewe to MPW, the coachbuilder thereby becoming the builder 
of the complete car, though of course the mechanical assemblies still came from Crewe. 


header rail which was assembled from 
about 10 laminations each half a cent- 
imetre thick, the laminations being 
glued together with the grain of each 
running differently from its neighbour 
to ensure stability. These assemblies 
were then machined to profile. We then 
visited the hood frame build area on the 
middle floor and Martin was intrigued 
to learn that the hood mechanism was 
based on the H.J. Mulliner system of 
the 1950s and still operating as its 
designer intended. 

When it was time for the lunch break 
we visited the BIW line starting with the 
inversion of the underframe on the 
turnover jig where various brackets 
were fitted and holes drilled for pipe- 
work etc. The underframe was next 
turned the right way and, amongst the 
many modifications, the dash sides 
and rear seat squab panel were 
trimmed off and the flange removed 
from the rear seat cushion panel (which 
as received from PSF was positioned to 
suit the four-door cars) before being 
placed on a build line trolley to start its 
way up the build line. One could almost 
hear Martin’s brain as he realised we 
were converting Silver Spirit under- 


frames almost back to Silver Shadow 
specification in order to fit the coach- 
work of the Corniche, which was of 
course a Silver Shadow derived model. 
One of the major items fitted at MPW 
was the dash duct (the channel sec- 
tioned assembly under the air cond- 


itioning system intake panel on the 
scuttle top) the bottom of which was the 
same as the Spirit whilst the top flanges 
were like the Shadow. Martin was 
surprised at the thickness of the inner 
sill reinforcement sections and sill top 
plate. 

There had been two developements 
in recent times regarding the BIW as- 
sembly whereby the front and rear wing 
assemblies were produced ‘off track’. 
The first was the assembly of the front 
wings and scuttle panel and the second 
was the ‘tonneau assembly’ where the 
rear wings, tonneau or saddle panel 
and rear panel were joined together. 
This new assembly system produced a 
more accurate body build with a much 
reduced need for lead-leading. 

Once the BIWs were completed they 
were delivered to Crewe where they 
went through comprehensive cleaning 
and undercoating processes before 
receiving the various electrical and 
mechanical components to become, 
effectively, driveable vehicles known as 
Bodies In Brown (BIB). These were then 
returned to MPW where the first opera- 
tion was to fit the hood frame which 
was secured in place with clamps and 
adjusted with various spacers until the 
fit was correct. The rear mountings 
were then drilled and tapped, the body 
number was stamped on the frame, 
and the hood frame then removed with 
its spacers ready for delivery of the car 
to the paint shop. 


SCAPM01A2LWH10426: though all other Rolls-Royce models had long since gone over to 
fuel-injection, the Phantom VI retained its S.U. carburetters to the last. in the background 
is seen the firewall, or ‘dashboard’ in Rolls-Royce parlance, yet to be united with the chassis. 


Photograph by the Editor. 
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A Phantom VI body frame mounted on its dummy chassis. Though this was formed mainly of galvanised steel, there was still a certain 


amount of wood, mostly non-structural. Mulliner Park Ward Ltd photograph. 


During our conversation it emerged 
that Martin had been born near Bristol, 
in the county of Gloucestershire, had 
driven Bristol double-deck buses while 
on a working holiday there, and lived 
in Australia with his German-born 
Australian wife, Manuela. It seemed he 
now worked for an Australian railway 
company and was a qualified loco- 
motive driver. He was also reseaching 
material for a book on post-war Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars and had owned 
several such cars, currently a Bentley 
T. Some four and a half years later was 
proud and delighted to be invited by the 
Company to attend the Conduit Street 
launch of this superb book, Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley: the Crewe Years. 

The top floor was home to the finish- 
ing shop where the finish painted 
bodies were received. Firstly the doors 
and boot lid were removed as they 
would have the wiring and door locking 
mechanisms etc. fitted away from the 
car. Removal of these items enabled the 
electricans to instal the various wiring 
looms and audio equipment amongst 
other electrical items. 

The finish painted hood frames were 
reunited with their bodies and the 


process of trimming the hoods began. 
The canopy rail trim panel was fitted, 
the headlining stitched in, the padding 
(or wigging) fitted followed by the outer 
cover which was stapled at the front to 
the canopy rail and, at the rear, to the 
timber assembly secured to the rear 
wings and saddle panel. The sound- 
deadening foam was applied to the 
floor, the electricians finished their 
body wiring and the seat pedestals were 
trimmed in leather and the carpets 
fitted as also was the rear seat. The 
complete front seats which, by now 
having memory control for both fore 
and aft and recline positions, were very 
heavy, were next installed and the 
electricians finished off all their wiring 
except for the doors which together 
with the boot lid were the last major 
items to be fitted. 

Along one side of the top floor was 
the trim shop where sets of the finest 
quality Connolly hide were cut to shape 
using traditional plywood patterns 
which were simply turned over for the 
opposite hand. The cutters were 
meticulous in marking-up any faults or 
blemishes which could often be used in 
unseen areas. The carpets were also 


cut to size and welted in leather. One 
of the more difficult jobs here was the 
assembly of the hood outer covering 
which was produced from templates 
and temporarily stapled together ready 
for machining. As assembly pro- 
gressed, the machinist removed the 
staples, and in its finished state the 
cover was a very large and heavy item. 

The paint preparation and finishing 
shop was our next call and Martin was 
again asking questions and very im- 
pressed at the amount of time and 
trouble taken to get the body just right 
before paint. The inspectors there were 
always very critical, if it wasn't just so, 
it would be rejected. MPW had recently 
started painting finishing the cars in 
‘two-pack’ paint which gave a much 
harder and more durable finish and 
greatly reduced the chance of damage 
during the finishing operations. Prior 
to this introduction the cars were 
painted twice: firstly before finishing 
and again as an almost complete car 
when the brightwork, hood and lamps 
etc. had to be masked-up. 

A short walk away, by the Grand 
Union Canal, was CFC where JN 
greeted Martin and showed us round 
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Phantom VI panels were of hand-formed aluminium in the purest coachbuilding tradition. Mulliner Park Ward Ltd photograph. 


his domain. JN explained to Martin 
about how the cars were first tuned and 
emission-tested before being put 
through the first ‘long’ road-test on 
which the car was given a thorough test 
in all aspects with special attention 
being given to gearbox and axle noise. 
When the cars were almost finished 
they were tested a second time for a 
shorter period and the slave steering 
wheel replaced with the service item 
and set for position. 

For Martin, probably the most inter- 
esting stop was the Phantom VI build 
area on the middle floor where the age- 
old craft of coachmaking in the trad- 
itional sense was still undertaken, the 
last half dozen or so PVIs then being at 
various stages of build. I introduced 
Martin to the members of the ‘PVI Gang’ 
and he was immediately at home ask- 
ing all manner of questions. They were 
telling Martin about things such as the 
tops of the front wings being made of 
16SWG alloy to stop them being 
‘elbowed’ during servicing. Martin was 
absolutely amazed at how a piece of flat 
sheet could be wheeled into such ele- 
gant shapes. The very last Phantom VI 
chassis was being assembled — truly 
the end of an era. 


Our very last stop was the nearby 
office of my colleague Peter Goodall 
(PG) and PEH who were now respons- 
ible for special projects which included 
the Phantom VI. On the way there 
Martin noticed a very long four-door 
body under construction and asked 
“what's that?”. “You didn’t see that” 
was my reply! Over tea, we discussed 
Martin’s visit — it had taken the longest 
time ever for a visitor to get around 


Mulliner Park Ward! 

As we returned to Reception, Martin 
thanked me for the tour and offered me 
a copy of PRAECLARUM, the Aust- 
ralian R.R.O.C. magazine, of which he 
was (and still is) Editor. I thanked him, 
saying that such journals always make 
fascinating reading. “You're on the list”, 
said Martin. 


To be continued 


Rolls-Royce Corniche and Bentley Continental convertible ‘Bodies in White’ at Mulliner Park 
Ward, ready to be transported to Crewe for their mechanical and electrical components, 


and undercoating, after which they returned to MPW for trimming and finishing. 
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1967 Ben tley rg Series two-door saloon by H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd (CBH 1975) owned by Tony Da vidson (S.A.). 


PRAECLARVM 


Bentley T Series two-door saloon 
by H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward 


History of significant events in the life of CBH1975 


By Tony Davidson (S.A.) 


This history of CBH1975 has been 
compiled from the extensive records 
kept and handed on by previous 
owners, notably the late Ian Dodd and 
Bryce Kinnear. These contain details of 
all servicing and repairs carried out 


December 5th, 1966 


during their terms as custodian of this 
fine motor car. This detail has been 
extensively culled to significant events 
such as changes of ownership or 
registration number or to keep track of 
mileage. 

It is unfortunate that most of the 
original records, notably the main 


build history file kept by Rolls-Royce 
Ltd were destroyed, together with 
several hundred others, prior to the 
R.R.E.C. becoming official custodian of 
all Rolls-Royce car records. 

Any additional information, either 
additions or corrections, would be 
gratefully received. by the Author. 


According to the Chassis Sales Card the chassis was delivered to the coachbuilders, H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward 


Ltd, Willesden High Road, Willesden, Middlesex on this date. In fact though, the T Series has no chassis, being 
of monocoque construction, so this is probably the date on which coachwork construction commenced at MPW. 


February 7th, 1967 Test day. 


March 6th, 1967 


Car delivered to a representative of Weybridge Autos, Queens Road, Weybridge, Surrey with Second Edition of 


Handbook and Radiomobile radio. The car was painted in Thornaby & Knights Velvet Green. Possibly used as 
a Trials (demonstrator) car. 


August 14th, 1967 
October 8th, 1967 


March 24th, 1969 


Guarantee issued to Weybridge Autos. 


Guarantee issued to |. Howes Esq., The Toll House, Whitchurch, Oxfordshire. 


Car delivered to Alan H. Wood, Turpin Lodge, Pinkneys Green, Berkshire by dealer in Maidenhead with First 
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1970 


1974 (2) 


October 31st, 1974 


December 4th, 1978 


1979 (2) 


March 25th, 1982 


1983 

November 19th, 1984 
August 12th, 1985 
May 13th, 1986 

May 14th, 1986 

1988 


December 5th, 1988 


July 24th, 1989 


June 1995 


July 1st, 1997 
October 2nd, 1997 
October 1997 


October 1997 


October 23rd, 1997 
September 23rd, 1998 


November 20th, 1998 


February 4th, 1999 
April 7th, 1999 


July 28th, 2000 
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Edition of Handbook and a mileage of 2,100. By this time the colour had been changed to Sand. Registration 
number BW-80. 


New owner, name unknown. 


Car imported into Australia by Myer Lasky, Lasky’s Supermarket Development, 232 Carlyle Street, Balaclava, 
Victoria. 


12,000 mile service as per Service Maintenance Schedule, Kellow-Falkiner Pty Ltd, Melbourne. Mileage 36,947. 


Registered in Victoria by Las Mart, 232 Carlyle Street, Balaclava. Registration number ML-400. Colour: brown 
(Sand?). 


Transfer of ownership to John Lamprell, Primary Exports of Australia, Maroochydore, Queensland. 


Miscellaneous repairs by U.K. Motors, Bowen Hills, Queensland. Mileage 83,932. Registration number remains 
ML-400. Clour: Sand. 


Transfer of ownership to lan W. Dodd, 69 Manningtree Road, Hawthom, Victoria. 

‘Hollandia’ moonroof fitted. 

10,000 km. (6,000 mile) service: Kellow-Falkiner Pty Ltd, Melbourne. Mileage 99,993. 

Repaint in Balmoral Green, Heath Body Works, Springvale, Victoria. 

New battery fitted, Kellow-Falkiner, Melbourne. Mileage 5,140. Registration number now 378-378. 
Transfer of ownership to Bruce Kinnear, Urrbrae, South Australia. 


6,000 mile service; numerous checks/adjustments including reset gearbox bands, repair courtesy light, fit new 
headlamps, modify indicator switch and fit new radio. R.A. McDermott & Co., South Melbourne. Mileage (1)13,366. 


Gearbox oil leak repaired. Tom Johnston Motors, Adelaide. Mileage (1)16,214. Registration number now (S.A.) 
2135. 


Transfer of ownership to Chris Jones, Vale Park, South Australia. Registration number now VSM-967. Very limited 
use, service and repairs by Cosini Motors and Tom Johnston Motors. 


Transfer of ownership to Tony Davidson, Leabrook, South Australia. 
Near-side wing mirror fitted, V.M. Engineering, Stepney, South Australia. 
Phillips radio/C.D. player and 10 C.D. stacker fitted. 


Travel to Bellingen, N.S.W. for Bentley Drivers’ Club rally, returning via Sydney and Mount Gambier. Lucas 
alternator replaced with Bosch unit, Bellingen. Mileage (1)33,574. 


Report of Rolls-Royce Service Clinic by Ron Chunn, ex-Rolls-Royce Crewe. 
Registered for three years under Historic Vehicle Registration Scheme, sponsored by B.D.C. Mileage (1)40,300. 


Matching leather acquired for upholstery repairs/modifications, fit leather-covered console box, V.M. Engineering, 
Stepney. Mileage (1)41,157. 


Braking system overhauled, Tom Johnston Motors, Adelaide. Mileage (1)41,405 
Rear suspension overhauled, Tom Johnston Motors, Adelaide. Mileage (1)41,998. 


Rear cross-members replaced, Tom Johnston Motors, Adelaide. Mileage (1)45,229. 


German “Rolls-Royce” 


| was recently fascinated to read two 
articles in relation to BMW's decision to 
locate the new “Rolls-Royce” corporate 
headquarters at Goodwood, near 
Chichester, Sussex. 

The first of these was BMW's press 
release of June 2nd, 2000 which stated: 
“Goodwood will become the home of the 
new company employing approximately 
350 people in development, design, 
production, marketing and sales, as well as 
commercial and office operations”. 

Given this range of activities envisaged 
by BMW at Goodwood, it is clear that not 
many of the 350 people will actually be 
involved in building cars. Evenifwe assume 
that only 25% of the staff are involved in 
development, design, marketing, sales, 
commercial and office operations, that only 
leaves around 260 people for actual 
production. BMW say that they will produce 
around 1,000 cars per year at this plant, 
which represents an average production of 
around four cars per employee per year. 
This compares with an average production 
of less than one car per employee per year 
from the present Crewe plant. 

What may we conclude from this? 
Where will the bulk of the car building be 
carried out? Clearly not at Goodwood! It is 
quite obvious that these BMW “Rolls- 
Royce” cars will be built in Germany and 
shipped to the trimming shop at Goodwood 
where they will be finished off and have their 
Rolls-Royce radiators bolted on, with the 
aim of creating a myth that the cars are in 
some sense British rather than badge- 
engineered BMWs essentially built in 
Germany. 

The second of the two articles 
demonstrated that the art of spin-doctoring 
is not confined to political circles. 

The article stated that “The German 
manufacturer (BMW) wants to move Rolls- 
Royce from its current home in Crewe to its 
Spiritual home near Chichester, West 
Sussex. One of the marque’s founders 
Henry Rolls (sic) lived only a few miles away 
from the intended site’. 

Spiritual home? Whilst this is a very 
good example of BMW spin, it is scarcely 
accurate. Though F. Henry Royce in his 
later life did buy a house at West Wittering 
in Sussex (where he lived in the summer 
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months only), that hardly qualifies Sussex 
as the "spiritual home” of Rolls-Royce! That 
distiction surely belongs to Cooke Street in 
Manchester, or at least to Derby, with 
Crewe and Conduit Street, London ob- 
viously having far stronger claims than 
Sussex. 

What can we expect to read next? Per- 
haps it will be ‘discovered’ that Henry Royce 
had German ancestry, or that the Silver 
Ghost was based on German design prin- 
ciples ‘borrowed’ by Royce from an engin- 
eering faculty in Berlin. Or perhaps some 
new spin will be put on the Company's 
known use of German autobahns for testing 
of Experimental cars just before the second 
World War. 

What would Henry Royce have thought 
of all this? Moreover, what would Charles 
Rolls have thought? Rolls became involved 
in car manufacturing entirely as a result of 
his burning ambition that Britain should 
excel in motor car quality and better her 
continental rivals. Would he have been 
satisfied that BMW's plans for 2003 meet 
this ambition? 

Alastair Kinloch, 
Australian Capital Territory 


For royalty, the Company hoped 

David Forward's article on Silver Ghost 
1524 in the P.6-00 has convinced me that 
the first body, by Hooper, must have been 
fitted after all. In Sunburnt Country my co- 
author David Neely and | doubted this poss- 
ibility. But the royal connection is taken too 
literally. As lan Irwin noted in his book both 
chassis 1237 and 1524 came to Australia 
and both had records marked “Royalty”. 
There was a campaign to get Rolls-Royce 
associated with royalty where possible but 
did not indicate an order from the royal 
family. Like his father King Edward VII the 
new King George V was astickler. For them 
with their German connections it was ap- 
propriate to retain Daimler’s ‘By 
Appointment’. This was the (British) com- 
pany that had the German Daimler patents 
and led the way in the proper production of 
motor cars in Britain. 

In addition to being more prestigious 
demonstrators, ‘Royalty’ cars were intend- 
ed for loan, wherever a need might arise 
and hopefully for royalty (including foreign 
ones). In fact Rolls-Royce loaned more 
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widely. British grandees who were thought 
to have useful influence were loaned cars, 
and drivers, for months at a time, particular- 
ly for extended European stays. Although 
Rolls-Royce quickly established itself as 
the pre-eminent marque the Company did 
not gain the royal ‘By Appointment’ until 
1955 and for many aristocratic families 
Rolls-Royce were regarded as ‘arriviste’! 
Hence the loyalty to Daimler. As for the 
1911 Indian Durbar mentioned by David, 
several British makes were invited by the 
Indian government to produce fleets for use 
during the royal visit, not just Rolls-Royce. 
Claude Johnson was a brilliant publicist 
(simultaneously in 1910 using Charles S. 
Sykes of mascot fame to produce paintings 
showing the cars in aristocractic settings) 
but at every turn he failed to secure an early 
royal order. The 1906 attempt to get a V-8 
Rolls-Royce into royal hands failed and 
these 1911 cars, Durbar and ‘Royalty’ alike, 
did not elicit orders. The royal family, then 
as now, are well documented and photo- 
graphed yet in the pre-1914 period hardly 
an image is known of British royalty in a 
Rolls-Royce. 

Angas already had a Grosvenor bodied 
Ghost (60922) and | feel he must have 
taken 1524 secondhand in May 1912, even 
with a body, to be sure of immediate supply 
of a virtually new chassis. The Grosvenor 
body on 1524 must have dated from soon 
after May. 

The same people who supported Rolls- 
Royce in the 1906 royal attempt had more 
success with opera singers. Let me explain. 
When Melba made her London debut 
around 1885 she became friendly with Lady 
de Grey, sister of the Earl of Pembroke and 
wife of Queen Alexandra's treasurer, who 
was on the Opera House board. For a 
period Lady de Grey was the mistress of 
Paris Singer who became the first buyer of 
a Rolls-Royce in 1904. In 1910 Melba 
bought her first Rolls-Royce (having 
several other makes as well) and remained 
friendly with de Grey and Claude Johnson. 
If only royalty had played the same game! 

Congratulations on the high standard 
PRAECLARUM has reached. 


Tom Clarke, 
United Kingdom 
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Cars For Sale 


1929 Phantom II (120XJ) Jackson, Jones & 
Collins limousine. Well preserved example of 
Australian coachwork commissioned by 
Capt. Patrick of the Patrick Steamship Co. 
New cylinder head fitted 1993. For colour 
photographs please see dust-jacket of Folls- 
Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country 
and the last two Federal Rally editions of 
PRAECLARUM. Full history. $105,000. David 
Neely 02-9747-2973 


1935 20/25 (GBJ78) Thrupp & Maberly 
saloon. Fine history and one owner since 
1958. Maintained by Alex Brown. Recent sup- 
erb paintwork renewal by McMillans Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley. $70,000 or reasonable 
offers considered. Joy Donald 02-9358-5821. 
www.netspace.net.au/~kkanga/Rolls 


1936 Phantom Ill (3AZ30) James Young 
sedanca de ville. Blue over blue. Body-off 
restoration and engine overhaul some years 
ago. Original chassis erection sheets and 
service records, history and handbook. Very 
original and in fine condition. Featured in 
Those Elegant Rolls-Royce by Lawrence 
Dalton, page 260. $150,000. Nick Robertson 
07-5539-8039. nickrobertson@optus 
net.com.au 


1949 Bentley Mk VI (B149DZ) original Black 
with beige upholstery. Melbourne delivery to 
D. Speed, Toorak. Restoration nearly com- 
pleted, ready to paint and reupholster. Run- 
ning chassis, engine overhauled, body 
repairs completed, tools, handbook, record 
of restoration work. $20,000. Gilbert Ralph 
03-9807-4501 or 0418-54-8282 


1953 Bentley R-type (B453SP) Silver grey. 
Big bore, big boot model with manual gear- 
box. Sunshine roof. Stainless steel twin 
exhausts. New radiator. All tools and books. 
Registered and insured. $30,000. Keith 
Genders 08-8323-7791 (‘phone & FAX) 
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Cars For Sale 


1949 Silver Wraith (WFC67) Hooper ‘Teviot’ 
touring limousine. Midnight Blue with grey 
hide upholstery. Featured on the front cover, 
PRAECLARUM 2-96. A truly magnificent ex- 
ample of the desirable and road manageable 
short wheelbase model with manual gearbox. 
Electric division, sunshine roof, cocktail 
cabinet, picnic tables and other luxury 
features. R.100 headlamps. Mechanically 
superb, runs sweetly and quietly and pulls 
strongly. Less than 3,000 careful miles since 
complete refurbishment to the highest stand- 
ard by Rolls-Royce specialists. Winner Class 
6 and Best Post-War Coachbuilt Car 
Trophies, 1999 Federal Concours. Full N.S.W. 
registration. Handbook. Nothing to spend, 
just drive it home and enjoy. $75,000. Michael 
Zwar 02-6026-2336 


955 Bentley S1 (B364AN) Roger Fry 
drophead Coupé. Australian delivery. 
Recently repainted. Body, mechanicals and 
interior trim excellent. Air conditioning, power 
steering, hydraulic hood. Extras include Rad- 
ford-type boot picnic table and chairs. Well 
known and well maintained Club car. 
$165,000. John Matheson 02-9388-8001 or 
0402-99-1918 


1956 Bentley S1 (B419AP) Sand over Sable. 
Automatic, air conditioning. regularly main- 
tained. Excellent driving condition. $30,000 
neg. Brad Ferguson 0412-06-2782 (mobile) 
07-3268-3535 (h) 


— 


1960 Silver Cloud Il (SWC324) Engine and 
transmission completely rebuilt, brakes 
reconditioned. All tools and books, too much 
to list. Superb Club car. $49,000 o.n.o. Paul 
Charlesworth 07-5478-6486 


Cars For Sale 


1960 Bentley S2 (B325CT) Olde English 
White with red Connolly hide interior. Recently 
restored woodwork. New tyres. Current 
owner 27 years, previous owner Rolls-Royce 
Australia. Excellent condition. $30,000. Bev 
Taylor 02-9974-4453 


1963 Silver Cloud Ill (SCX151) Garnet with 
beige leather. Bare metal respray 1999. 
Mechanically superb. Present owner 10 years 
and 2 previous. History (R.R.O.C.). Factory air 
conditioning. Stainless steel exhaust system. 
Many under-bonnet updates including nil 
overheat twin thermo fans, etc. 90,000 miles. 
Vic. reg. LGRR. $79,500 o.n.o. Lionel Gell 
03-9525-3971 


1970 Silver Shadow (CRH7998) H.J. Mulliner 
Park Ward two-door saloon. Regal Red, 
chamois leather. Excellent condition. All tools, 
handbook. See colour photo PRAECLARUM 
3-00, p.3560. $55,000. David Vann 
07-3865-3287 (w) or 041 1-17-1800 


Ward Convertible. Caribbean Blue over Mid- 
night Blue, cream upholstery and hood. Class 
Winner 1995 Federal Raily and very carefully 
maintained mechanically and cosmetically 
since. Serviced by Vawser Sydney and more 
more recently by Sparks Brisbane. Owned by 
me since 1994. Extensive documented work 
carried out to bring up to current high stand- 
ard. Lightly but regularly used. $89,000 neg. 
Roger Gibson 07-5526-4663 


Market Place 


Cars For Sale 
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1968 Silver Shadow (SRH5599) Estate Car. 
Stretched rear section with huge boot. 
108,000 miles, believed genuine. Three- 
speed automatic. Heavy-duty rear springs. 
Mechanicals and paint very good. Leather 
will last a few years only. Great family 
transport and Club car. $49,000. John 
Matheson 02-9388-8001 or 0402-99-1918 


ae 


1974 Silver Shadow (SRH 19405) Caribbean 
Blue with excellent magnolia leather and blue 
carpets edged with magnolia leather. Very 
good condition, drives superbly. Original 
tools and handbook, new tyres. Registered 
(N.S.W.) until December. $29,500. Bryce 
Ronning 02-4821-4388 


1989 Silver Spur (ANK26863) N.S.W. ex- 
Vice Regal car. Fully maintained, full service 
history. All extras including flag masts. 
108,000 km. Excellent condition. $120,000. 
John Matheson 02-9388-8001 or 
0402-99-1918 


1991 Bentley Turbo R (BRM35059) Mush- 
room with mushroom interior. Verified Crewe 
factory car updated by the factory to 1994 
specification. $125,000. Maurice Brockwell 
08-9274-6598 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads may be edited to minimise 


use of available space and to conform to a 
standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140 E-mail: editor@rroc.org.au 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1996 Bentley Turbo RL (BRV59094) Mid- 
night Blue metallic, magnolia hides piped 
dark blue and blue fascia top roll. Last in 
series, 42,500 km. Walnut woodwork, picnic 
tables, crystal/silver decanter sets behind 
seats. Australian compliance, purchased 
from and serviced by P. & A. Wood in the U.K. 
since new and where the car is currently 
stored. Exquisite and complete condition. 
£Stg70,000. Dick Erskine Email: 
frerskin@bechtel.com 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: 20/25 h.p. or 25/30 h.p. rolling 
chassis or complete unfinished project car, 
any condition. John Hallinan 02-9528-8059 
(‘phone & FAX) 


Parts For Sale 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Silver Shadow 6.75 litre engine block in 
excellent condition. $6,000. Craig Morris 
08-9276-6310 (after 6.30 p.m. weekdays) 


Parts Wanted 


Spanner, open end/ring, part number 
UR.4485 to complete $1 tool kit. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Wanted for 1925 Phantom !: any small tools 
and up to six Ace wheel discs with fittings for 
19" wheels. Paul Hesse 02-9545-4694 or FAX 
02-9542-1305 


If you have fitted radials to your Silver Cloud/S 
Series, | will buy any good 8.20 x 15 Avon 
‘Turbospeed', Dunlop ‘Fort’ or Olympic cross- 
ply tyres that you have removed. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: back issues of PRAECLARUM, No. 
1 of 1974, Nos. 2,34 &5of 1975, Nos.2&3 
of 1976, No. 2 of 1982, No. 1 of 1983, Vol. 1 
Index. Bryan Harper 03-9707-5592 or FAX 
3-9707-5561 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or 
colour prints showing the lines of the carare 
acceptable. ‘Front-on’ shots cannot be 
used. For photo return, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Literature For Sale 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners’ handbooks 
inmint or near-mint condition: 20 h.p. Number 
8, $400; Phantom II Number XI, $350; 
Bentley 41% Litre, Condensed Edition cover- 
ing all series to MX, $150; Silver Dawn short 
boot left-hand drive, original clip-down cover 
book, $200; Bentley Continental R-type auto- 
matic, original clip-down cover book, $250; 
Corniche from CRH13984 and DRH13861, 
$250; Silver Shadow II/Bentley T2, $175; 
Bentley Turbo R, early carburetter model, 
$150; Bentley Turbo R, 1990 31000 series, 
$150; Bentley Mulsanne S, 1990 31000 
series, $150; supplement for Bentley Conti- 
nental S3, $80. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7 140 
(‘phone & FAX) 


Services 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan’s Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders' materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. Metal 
polishing for all models carried out to the 
highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan’s Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
*Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


Oil, air and petrol filters at discount prices. 
Crosland ‘Best of British’ filters (as supplied 
to Rolls-Royce) for Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
cars 1947 onwards. For example: oil filter for 
'55-'76 models, $16.25 inc. GST. Degun Pty 
Ltd 02-6032-9966, mobile: 0409-85-8438 or 
FAX 02-6032-9849 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonable length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs included free of charge to non- 
trade members, $15.00 for others. Where 
applicable, cheques made payable to 
R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads fo the Editor at: 


Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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For Sale by Tender: The Dreamer’ 


Rolls-Royce 40/50 h.p. Silver Ghost, Chassis No. 1524, ex-Factory April 4th, 
1911. This historically and mechanically important Rolls-Royce can be 
inspected only by appointment, with a request for this and all other enquiries 
to be directed to 08 8296 7489. Offers in the vicinity of $Aust.450,000 
considered. All tenders to be addressed to: ‘The Dreamer’, P.O. Box 757, 
Brighton, South Australia 5048. Tenders close April 23rd, 2001. The highest 
or any tender will not necessarily be accepted. 


VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 

we'll take as much care of 

your Rolls Royce or Bentley 
...as you do! 


¢ Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
e Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NAMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


SAVE $400’S 


EWERY YEART 


Install a Fuelstar Catalyst 
Benefits all cars, use unleaded petrol 
5 year/1,000,000ks structured guarantee 

Tel.08 8234 5600, Fax.08 8234 5607 


Z000 


WorkCover Corporation 


(FY 
io) SAFETY AWARDS 


State Winner - Smal! Busines: 
“MTA Improvement in Safety Award” 


Tom Johnston Motors Pty Ltd 
13 Stirling St. Thebarton SA 5031 


Now, the Yanks’ _ 
Best kept Secret (p-sssx 
of 30 Years : 
Revealeal! 


: INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World's most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Benfley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 


-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

¢ UPS, Air and Mall Shipments Dally. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


V.A.C.C. 
ACCREDITED 
AUTOMOBILE 

REPAIRER 
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Display Advertising 

If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display 
advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted on computer disc 
or in camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid out to 
your requirements on the Club’s computer system as a free 
service. Compare these highly competitive and economical 
GST- inclusive rates (colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue: 


Full Page - $451 
Half Page - $253 
Quarter Page - $143 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 
177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 
New South Wales 2580 


’Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 


R.A. CHAPMAN AUTOMOTIVE 


MELBOURNE’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE 


& BENTLEY SPECIALIST. EST. 1978. 


CHAPMAN AUTOMOTIVE HAS PROVIDED CONTINUITY OF QUALITY 
SERVICE AND MECHANICAL REPAIRS FOR OVER 22 YEARS. 


SPARE PARTS 


Original — alternative-manufactured and rebuilt components. Before you buy your next part call us 
and compare price. We may have a more cost-effective solution. 


Brake drums, 
Silver Cloud/S 


Suspension pivots, 
Silver Cloud/S 


Shock absorbers, springs, 
Silver Shadow/Spirit 


Bearing pin repair bushes 


Telephone: (03) 9720 3979 


www.rachapmanautomotive.com.au 


FAX: (03) 9720 3844 
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If you love your classic 
vehicle we've got the insurance. 


~~ : @ Agreed value means agreed value. 

If the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum insured. 

@ You have the option to choose your own 
repairer. 

@ Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

@ In the event of total loss you will have 
automatic retention of the wreck, depending 
on the policy. 

@ No blame excess. 

@ Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or 
repaired. 

@ Free windscreen one per year without excess. 

@ Personal belongings and tools up to the value 


of $400. 


Shannons Insurance has been 
insuring vintage, veteran, and classic 
vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has 
developed a great insurance package at a 
very competitive price. 


HANNON 


© 


Ring Shannons for a 
free quote today ! 


Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 Trading as Shannons Insurance 

Victoria (03) 9584 7266 New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 Northern Territory 1800 653 996 
Queensland (07) 3255 6355 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 
Tasmania (03) 6236 9090 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Internet: www.shannons.com.au Email: shannons@shannonsinsurance.com.au 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Choose Lmarr Custom wheéei discs for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car 
with Lmarr discs. 


The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 
¢ eliminates the lengthy cleaning process 
* helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 
* comes with everything needed for installation. 


Rolls Royce, Talbot, Voisin, and we can custom produce 
discs for almost any car. 


We fit wheel sizes 15” to 23”, and can also fit to some 15” 
and 16” bolt on steel wheels. 


LMARR DISK LTD. 


Over 55 discs available in stock such as: Alfa, Bentley, 
Cord, Delage, Delahaye, Early Ford (wire wheel), Issoti- 
Fraschini, Jaguar, Hispano-Suiza, Lagonda, Lincoln, 


P O Box 910, Gien Ellen, CA 95442 -O9I0 USA 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
E-Mail: imarr @attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 


3684 PRAECLARVM 


McMillan’ s 


ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


for NSW & ACT 


Racing at Le Mans 


or 


touring Australian highways! 


MecMillan’s can assist you to enjoy the ownership of a Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley motorcar. 


With fully operational Service and Parts Divisions, together with our Sales 
people and the established Coachwork Division, all at the one facility, we can 
satisfy all your needs - from a registration check to complex mechanical or 


Official Dealer for Service, Parts and Coachwork 
body rebuilds, from a new Corniche to a properly maintained Silver Shadow. 


—_—_—_—$—$—_—_——————————— a 


In June this year the Bentley Boys return to Le Mans to compete in the 24 hour race with 
the 320 km/h Bentley EXP Speed 8. ‘Bentley cars will benefit directly from the return to 
Le Mans, wherever we finish in the race.’ (Tony Gott, Bentley Chief Executive) 


19-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone 02 9744 5111 FAX 02 9744 5517 


Email: mcmilianprestige@bigpond.com.au 
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